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CENTRAL EMERGENCY RESPONSE FUND ALLOCATES  
US$6.3 MILLION FOR DROUGHT RESPONSE IN DPR KOREA  

 
 
 

(Pyongyang/Bangkok, 13 August 2015) A long period of abnormally dry weather affecting DPR Korea has 
resulted in drought, impacting agricultural production, reducing access to water and leading to a deterioration of 
health, nutrition and sanitary conditions. Approximately 18 million people, dependent on Public Distribution 
System rations are affected and at risk of food insecurity, malnutrition and waterborne diseases.  
 
As the United Nations and humanitarian partners step up their support to national relief efforts in the lead up to 
the peak of the lean season, US$6.3 million was allocated from the Central Emergency Response Fund (CERF) 
to respond to urgent needs. This funding enables UN agencies to rapidly scale up response operations and 
provide 1.3 million people, including 790,000 women and children, with life-saving assistance in four of the 
most affected provinces of South Hwanghae, North Hwanghae, South Pyongan and South Hamgyong. 
 
“The availability of CERF funds allows us to kick-start life-saving response to communities affected by 
drought”, said the United Nations Resident Coordinator to the DPR Korea, Mr. Tapan Mishra. “The critical 
funds will help reduce incidence of diarrhoea and other non-communicable diseases, caused by a lack of access 
to safe water. The funds will also be used to combat malnutrition exacerbated by a lack of access to food, water 
and the increase incidence of waterborne diseases.”  
 
CERF funds are insufficient to meet the urgent needs of all the affected communities, particularly where chronic 
humanitarian needs are exacerbated by the drought. DPR Korea remains critically underfunded, with only 36 per 
cent of funding received for humanitarian programmes in 2015. 
 
“Additional funding sources continue to be urgently required as humanitarian operations in DPR Korea remain 
underfunded,” emphasized Mr. Mishra. “Humanitarian and political issues must be kept separate in order to 
ensure we can respond to the needs of the most vulnerable, especially women and children.”  
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